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Notification of Review for Staff of Children with Disability Services
Introduction
This briefing paper is designed to introduce staff the review that is being undertaken of the services for children with disabilities aged 0 to 19 years of age.

A review has been commissioned by Herefordshire Children’s Trust to ensure that education, health and social care services currently available are meeting the needs of families and children in Herefordshire. For more information on the Children’s Trust, see www.herefordshire.gov.uk/childrenstrust 
Why is the review being undertaken?
Herefordshire Council and NHS Herefordshire have a duty to regularly undertake reviews of services to ensure they meet the needs of the service users, demonstrate efficiency and value for money. The review will be undertaken to fully understand the support and care being provided to enable children with disabilities to live well and to improve the service provision by enhancing equality and opportunity.

How will the review be undertaken?
The review will provide an opportunity to share experiences, views and opinions which will influence the future development of the services and will be undertaken by various methods:
· A needs analysis will be produced of the children with disabilities population
· National and international reports and research will be used

· Field visits to the services will be undertaken from May to July 2010
· Questionnaires will be sent to families from June 2010

· Discussion mornings will be held with families in September 2010

· Initial stakeholder events will be held on the 16th June at WRVS Hereford, between 10am – 12pm and 24th June at the Shire Hall, Hereford, between 1pm and 3pm. A further event will be held in September 2010. Staff are invited to attend these events.
· A suggestion and discussion board will be available on the website http://consult.herefordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/children_with_disabilites/consultationhome and will be available from 1st June 2010. Please send us your thoughts and views.
When will the review be undertaken?
The review will commence in May 2010 and report back to Herefordshire Children’s Trust board in the autumn.  During this time there will be many opportunities for staff, stakeholders including families and carers to contribute to the review and to suggest development or improvements to the services.
Herefordshire Council and NHS Herefordshire are committed to the health and well being of children in Herefordshire and would therefore welcome any feedback you may have on the services available.  Please contact us on jbrooks1@herefordshire.gov.uk or write to Jade Brooks, Integrated Commissioning, Herefordshire PCT, Ruckhall Lane, Belmont, Hereford, HR2 9RP.
